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San Antonio – 7 Days and 6 Nights

FINAL ITINERARY

DAY 1 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2025 Depart Vicksburg
3:30P Motor Coaches available for loading
5:00P  Depart Vicksburg High School. 
6:10P (Central Time) Dinner Stop, Chicago Southland Oasis, I-80/I-294, MM1, Thornton, IL. 

50 minutes. Dinner on your own with Jassby Card $20. 
9:50P Rest Stop, Driver Change. 25 minutes

 Bus 1, Flying J Travel Plaza, I-57 MM 160, Effingham, IL
 Bus 2, TA Travel Plaza, I-57, MM 160, Effingham, IL

DAY 2 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2025 Arrival in San Antonio
1:25A Rest Stop, Martson Rest Area, I-55 MM 41 Portageville, MO. 15 minutes
4:55A Rest Stop, 25 minutes

 Bus 1, Loves Travel Plaza, I-40, MM 161, North Little Rock, AR
 Bus 2, Pilot Travel Plaza, I-40, MM 161, North Little Rock, AR

7:35A Rest Stop, Driver Change at Texarkana Travel Information Center, 1200 I-30 
Texarkana,TX (At Texas Arkansas State Line) 25 minutes

8:05A Breakfast Stop. 50 minutes
 Bus 1, Chick Fil A, I-30 MM 220B, 2601 Richmond Rd, Texarkana, TX, (903) 223-

0560
 Bus 2, McDonalds, I-30 MM 223, 5102 Summer Crossing, Texarkana, TX (903) 

793-6055
Breakfast on your own with Jassby Card $15

11:05A Rest Stop, Buc-ees, I-30 MM 79, Royse City TX, 30 minutes
1:35P Late Lunch Stop, I-30 MM 335A, Waco, TX, 50 minutes. Park at Chick Fil A at 901 S 

7th St, Waco, TX 
 Both Buses choose from McDonald’s WhatABurger, Panera Bread, Chick Fil A, 

Raising Cane’s Chicken, Freddy’s Steakburgers
Lunch on your own with Jassby Card $15

Welcome to San Antonio and the 2025 Alamo Bowl 

WorldStrides Onsite Staff:
Event Host: Kyle Naylor, c: 801-809-5645
Account Manager: Beth Harris, c: 434-981-3045

Bowl Game Tickets & Awards Event Wrist Bands. Your Bowl Game tickets should be 
treated as cash; they are non-refundable and not replaceable! Game tickets will be 
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given to you at the Director Meeting unless other arrangements have been made with 
your Account Manager. Lanyards for entrance to the Awards Event will also be given 
to you at the Director Meeting. If you lose your tickets or lanyards contact a staff 
member immediately!

5:10P Approximate arrival time in San Antonio at the Shops at Rivercenter Mall at 101 
Bowie St., San Antonio, Phone: (210) 225-0000, Hours: Fri - Sat 10am - 9pm. Drop 
on Commerce Street and Bowie Street by the Marriott. 

Situated in the heart of the famous San Antonio Riverwalk this mall is a perfect place 
for some down time and a meal. Group will have dinner in the food court at 
Rivercenter Mall. Directory-2025.Pdf
Dinner on your own with Jassby Card, $30.

Visit Mexico Ceaty Cantina & Comida. Located in the Rivercenter Mall - it's your 
"Gateway to the Magic of Mexico"! Inspired by the vibrance of Mexican street 
markets, this all-encompassing plaza has delicious food stands, unique artisan crafts, 
and entertainment. Eat, drink, shop, and enjoy the vibrant flavors, captivating aromas, 
and live music that will make you feel like you're in the streets of Mexico. Mexico 
Ceaty planned opening in 2025!

7:30P Coaches pick up group and depart for the hotel for check in.

7:45P Arrive at the Doubletree Downtown San Antonio Hotel at 502 W. Cesar E Chavez 
Blvd., San Antonio, phone 210-224-7155. Hotel Check-In. Group check-ins may not 
begin earlier than 4:00 PM. We do suggest you call the hotel 2 hours prior to 
expected arrival to check the status of your rooms. Upon arriving at the hotel, please 
send one or two adults to the front desk to check-in the entire group, review the 
rooming list, and collect key packets. If possible, please keep students on the bus 
during the check-in process.

9:00P Director Meeting at the Hotel. 
 You are welcome to bring one guest. 
 We will discuss any changes to the event itinerary, including current weather 

issues. Game tickets and any other necessary items will be distributed. 
 You will meet your Event Staff and have time to ask questions. 
Note: We have 117 group tickets + 43 extra = 160 total tickets

10:00P Hotel Quiet Time. Please remember that quiet time at the hotel is 10:00 PM. 
Participants should also be reminded to keep in-room noise to a minimum. 

11:00P Group-Arranged Night Security
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DAY 3 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025 Field Show & Parade Review, Pep Rally
6:45A Alamo Bowl Hotel Breakfast. 
8:00A Group load buses and depart for the rehearsal field at Harlandale ISD Memorial 

Stadium at 4002 Roosevelt Ave., San Antonio. 

Please see the map sent in your final packet materials for an aerial view of the 
location and parking instructions.

9:00A Field Show Competition & Parade Review. Competition is scheduled for 9:00am-
11:00am. Plan to be available at least 30 minutes before your warmup time! Please 
provide your own water. 

Please see the official Alamo Bowl Field Show & Parade Adjudication Schedule for 
your warmup and performance times.

11:00A Boxed Lunch Delivered. Boxed lunches have been pre-ordered. Meals include a sub-
style sandwich with chips, freshly baked cookie, mayo & mustard packets and a 
bottled water. Gluten-free & dairy-free options available by pre-order only. Lunches to 
be delivered to the rehearsal field. 

11:15A After Field Show and Parade Review performances, group load buses and depart for 
Mission San Jose.

11:30A Arrive at Mission San Jose at 6701 San Jose Dr, San Antonio, TX. Park Hours: 9am 
- 5pm daily. Free parking is available.

Mission San Jose is the largest of the four missions in the national park. Your tour is 
self-guided. Visit mission grounds, the Soldiers Quarters, Church, Indian Quarters, 
Missionaries Residences, Grist Mill, Garden, etc. There is a small gift shop inside the 
mission as well as one in the Visitor Center. 

Mission map: https://www.nps.gov/saan/planyourvisit/upload/sanjosemap-final.pdf

12:45P Depart for Market Square at 612 W. Commerce St., San Antonio

1:00P Arrive at Market Square. Enjoy shopping and exploring El Mercado shops, 
Farmer's Market and Produce Row. Discover authentic Texas and Mexican clothes, 
boots, hats, T-shirts, jewelry, foods and souvenirs enriched with a fascinating legacy 
of public markets full of bright, bold colors and beautiful treasures. 

2:30P Group meets and load buses to depart for Arneson Theater at 418 La Villita, San 
Antonio, TX 
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4:00P Arneson Theater Pep Rally Performances. Arrive per the instructions below:
Coaches stage on E. Nueva St. Coaches should approach the drop-off from south 
bound Alamo St (coming FROM Market Square), turn RIGHT onto S. Alamo and then 
RIGHT onto Nueva. Coaches should watch for directions from Motorcycle SAPD 
Officers who will have two lanes reserved for buses to stage on E. Nueva between S. 
Alamo St and S. Presa St.

WorldStrides Staff, as well as San Antonio police officers, will be on hand to ensure 
the safety of performers as they unload the buses. Our staff will also direct groups the 
short distance to the Riverwalk access point to reach the stage. All drivers will stay 
with buses until the end of the pep rally.

After the rally, depart for dinner at Casa Rio at 430 East Commerce San Antonio, 
(210) 225-6718. 

6:00P Arrive at Casa Rio. Conf. # is Vicksburg High School. Enjoy Mi Casa Mi Taco Buffet 
at Casa Rio. Enjoy a buffet of Picadillo Beef, Shredded Chicken, Fresh flour tortillas, 
crispy corn tortillas, Lettuce, Tomato, Shredded Cheese, Mexican Rice and Refried 
Beans with hips/salsa/tortillas, water and tea. Includes Room Fee

After dinner Explore The San Antonio Riverwalk! `Paseo del Rio` is the Spanish 
translation for River Walk, or literally `Walk of the River.` The River Walk flows on a 
sub-street level through almost 5 miles of the downtown and outlying area and its 
sidewalks are lined with shopping, restaurants, attractions and more.

9:00P Coaches meet group and depart for the hotel.

10:00P Hotel Quiet Time. Participants should also be reminded to keep in-room noise to a 
minimum after returning.

11:00P Group-Arranged Night Security

DAY 4 MONDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2025 Mass Rehearsal and Awards
6:45A Alamo Bowl Hotel Breakfast. 

8:00A Group load buses and depart for the rehearsal field at Harlandale ISD Memorial 
Stadium at 4002 Roosevelt Ave., San Antonio. 

Please see the map sent in your final packet materials for an aerial view of the 
location and parking instructions.
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9:00A Mass Band Rehearsal 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. All bands will join with top clinicians to 
rehearse music and learn field placement. Please provide your own water.

12:00P After Mass Band Rehearsal, group load buses and depart for Alamo Plaza. Coaches 
drop group on the corner of Avenue E and E Houston, near the US Post Office 
Building. 

12:30P Lunch with Jassby Card $30 on the Riverwalk before exploring The Alamo.

Remember the Alamo! Located on the east side of Alamo Plaza is the most famous 
spot in Texas where 189 defenders fell on March 6, 1836, after repeated attacks by 
Mexican General Santa Anna`s army. Mission San Antonio de Valero (The Alamo) 
was established in 1718 as the city`s first mission. The chapel, one of the most 
photographed facades in the nation, and the Long Barracks are all that remain of the 
original fort.

1:30P Enter the Alamo Church at Alamo Plaza 300, San Antonio, TX. Enjoy a Self-guided 
Timed Entry Tickets, Conf#-Z57-7GC-GL5B (117 ppl). 

Visiting the inside of the Alamo Church requires a free timed-ticket reservation. Due 
to ongoing preservation, Church entry is timed and limited to 30 minutes. If you would 
like to visit the Alamo but do not want to go inside the Church, the general Alamo 
grounds are free and open to the public without a ticket.

3:30P Coaches pick up group at the corner of Avenue E And E Houston and return to the 
hotel to change for the dinner dance.

5:00P Depart for Alamo Celebration At Pedrotti's Ranch! at 13715 F.M. 1560 N. Helotes, 
TX, (210) 765-3311. We must leave the hotel for the awards ceremony by 5:00 PM. 
Please plan on arriving at Pedrotti's Ranch at 5:45pm.

Important note!! All participants, students, adults, and chaperones must be wearing a 
wristband to enter the grounds! Please be sure everyone is wearing one upon arrival!

5:45P Arrive at Pedrotti’s Ranch. Get ready for a true Texas-style celebration! Join us for an 
unforgettable evening of recognition, great food, and Western fun under the stars. 

Important Reminders: 
 Dress Code: "Texas Casual" - hats, boots, and layers encouraged! This is an 

outdoor event, so please dress appropriately for the weather.  
 Lanyards are required for entry.
 Please use the main gate for all drop-offs and pick-ups.
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 A limited number of food allergy and vegetarian meals are available by pre-order 
only. Please speak to your Account Manager to request these.

6:00P Dinner begins. Menu includes: Smoked Beef Sausage & Barbecue Chicken with 
garnishments. Ranch Iceberg Salad with Red Onions, Cherry Tomatoes, Shredded 
Cheese, Bacon, Roasted Pepper Ranch, Italian Dressing & BBQ Sauce. Sides: Rajas 
Poblanos, Creamed Corn, Ranch Style Pinto Beans Vegetarian Option (by pre-order 
only): Cauliflower Steak, Sweet Potato, & Asparagus * For dessert - enjoy making 
your own S'mores!

7:00P Awards Presentation. Celebrate the achievements of our talented performers as we 
recognize outstanding groups and individuals from the festival. 

Western Dance Party. Kick up your boots with country music and line dance 
instructors to get everyone moving! Enjoy the festive outdoor atmosphere and make 
memories with friends. 

9:00P Event ends. Groups load buses and return to the hotel.

10:00P Hotel Quite Time. Participants should also be reminded to keep in-room noise to a 
minimum.

11:00P Group-Arranged Night Security

DAY 5 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2025 Game Day
8:00A Alamo Bowl Hotel Breakfast. 

9:00A Group load buses and depart for the Alamodome at 100 Montana Street, San 
Antonio, TX. Drop in Lot A on South side of the dome. 

10:00A Final Half-Time Show Rehearsal in the Alamodome. Drop off will be in Lot A on 
the south side of the dome. Band groups arrive by 9:30 AM so you can be ready and 
on the field by 10:00 AM. Please provide your own water. Performers will leave 
instruments in the equipment room at the dome after rehearsal. Directly following 
mass band rehearsal, the field show competition winning band will have time on the 
field to run through their pre-game performance. Anticipated end time is 12:00 PM

12:00P Following Mass Band Rehearsal, group load buses and depart for Community 
Service location.

12:00P Boxed Lunch Delivered. Boxed lunches have been pre-ordered. Meals include a sub-
style sandwich with chips, freshly baked cookie, mayo & mustard packets and a 
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bottled water. Gluten-free & dairy-free options available by pre-order only. Lunches to 
be delivered to the buses at the Alamodome.

1:00P Transfer to Community Service Project locations. Projects will last from 1:30 pm 
~4:00 pm. We will split into two groups with one bus going to each project location. 
Each project is limited to 55 people due to bus capacity. Activities are with the San 
Antonio Food Bank and San Antonio Parks Department. Dress accordingly.  

 Bus 1 transfers to Woodlawn Lake Park at 501 S. Josephine Tobin Dr., San 
Antonio for your community service activity with the San Antonio Park 
Department. Drop at the Island House and park in the main lot. We will break into 
groups. Activity will be outdoor maintenance work. Wear close-toe shoes and bring 
your own water. 

 Bus 2 transfers to the San Antonio Food Bank at 5200 Historic Old Hwy 90, San 
Antonio, TX. Drop at the main entrance off Hwy. 90 by the flag poles. Participants 
must preregister for the project. Activity will consist of one of the following; Packing 
food bags, Building boxes for food donations, Sorting food donations. 

4:00P Groups load coaches and return to the hotel to quickly change before departing for 
the Alamodome.

6:00P Group load buses and depart for the Alamodome. Make sure you have your ticket.

6:30P Return to the Alamodome!!! All groups return to the Alamodome at 6:30 pm. Please 
do not arrive early as WorldStrides staff will not be there to meet you. Buses will 
unload at the drop-off location in Lot A, see provided map! Groups will be met by 
WorldStrides staff. Please proceed through the south entrance with the general 
public- not the loading dock we used for rehearsal.

All participants should have their tickets in hand to show ticketing staff at the 
entrance. This will also allow them to find their seats. Please be aware that everyone 
is required to go through security screening upon entry.

The Alamodome has a CLEAR BAG POLICY! Approved bags must be smaller than 
5.5 x 8.5 inches, a clear bag smaller than 12 x 6 x 12 inches, a 1-gallon plastic 
freezer bag, or medically necessary bag or diaper bag. See: 
https://www.alamodome.com/plan-yourvisit/ clear-bag-policy

Once inside, Pre-Game Show Participants proceed to the escalators at section 144 
and down to the storage room (led by WorldStrides staff) to prepare for performance. 
All other groups will head straight to their seats.
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Dinner on your own with Jassby Card, $40

8:00P Valero Alamo Bowl Kick-Off!
All participants must be in their seats at the start of the 2nd quarter. WorldStrides staff 
will lead all performers to dress and get instruments and then to the field for the 
performance. Chaperones are NOT allowed on the field during the performance. 

Following the half-time show, all students will drop off their instruments in the storage 
room and return to their seats to enjoy the rest of the game.

Post Game Instructions.
All groups will stay in their seats until after the game ends and presentation of the 
awards is complete. WorldStrides staff will lead all groups from the seats to the 
storage room to retrieve instruments. Please do not enter the field or team locker 
rooms. We will exit the dome via the south exit on the concourse level to Lot A, Gate 
6. We do not know what time the game will end and, subsequently, what time we'll be 
able to leave the dome. Please plan on at least 4 hours for the game. We could 
possibly be looking at a 14 or 15 hour day for your driver.

11:58P Hotel Quiet Time. Participants should also be reminded to keep in-room noise to a 
minimum.

11:59P Group-Arranged Night Security

DAY 6 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2025 Sightseeing and Depart for Home
9:00A Alamo Bowl Hotel Breakfast.

10:00A Hotel check out and departure. 
We suggest group chaperones inspect every room before departure. Groups are 
financially responsible for any damage to the rooms. Any personal charges transacted at 
the hotel must be paid for before departure. Any unpaid charges will be passed on to the 
group invoice for payment after their return from the trip.

10:30A Group load buses and depart for the Tower of the Americas. At 739 E. Cesar Chavez 
Blvd., San Antonio, 210- 223-3101.

10:45A Tower of the Americas . Conf # -- Vicksburg High School (117 ppl). Please arrive 15 
minutes early for check-in. Groups arriving late are not guaranteed specific time slots. 
Enjoy a self guided tour with a 360 degree view atop this famous structure. Your visit 
includes Skies over Texas 4-D Theatre Ride, Inner/Outing Ring Observation 
Level.
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12:45P Group load buses and depart for the San Antonio Zoo at 3903 N. St. Mary's Street, 
San Antonio, TX, (210) 734-7184. Conf#-C-5P3GMPRF

1:00P Arrive at the zoo. Visit the home to over 3,500 animals representing 600 species on 56 
acres. Enjoy animal shows and concessions. See why over 1,000,000 visitors enter the 
gates each year! The zoo opens daily at 9:00am, last admission at 5:00pm, zoo closes at 
6:00pm.
Lunch on your own with Jassby card, $30

4:00P Group loads buses and depart for home. 

6:50P Dinner Stop, I-30 MM 335A, Waco, TX, 50 minutes. Park at Chick Fil A at 901 S 7th 
St, Waco, TX 
 Both Buses choose from McDonald’s WhatABurger, Panera Bread, Chick Fil A, 

Raising Cane’s Chicken, Freddy’s Steakburgers
Dinner on your own with Jassby Card $20

9:35P Rest Stop, Buc-ees, I-30 MM 79, Royse City, TX, 30 minutes

DAY 7 THURSDAY, JANAUARY 1, 2026 Arrive Vicksburg
12:55A Rest Stop, Driver Change, Loves Travel Stops I-30 MM 46, Prescott, AR. There are 

two Loves plazas at this exit. 25 minutes.
3:55A Rest Stop, Arkansas DOT Rest Area, I-40 MM 235, Forrest City, AR
6:40A Rest Stop, Loves Travel Stop, I-55 MM 58, Matthews, MO
8:25A Breakfast Stop, I-57 MM 54A, Maion IL, 50 Minutes

 Bus 1, McDonald’s, 2603 W. Deyoung St., Marion, IL, (618) 993-8889
 Bus 2, McDonald’s, 700 N. Court St. Marion, IL (618) 997-3113
Breakfast on the road with Jassby Card $15

11:00A Rest Stop, Driver Change. 25 minutes
 Bus 1, Flying J Travel Plaza, I-57 MM 160, Effingham, IL
 Bus 2, TA Travel Plaza, I-57, MM 160, Effingham, IL

12:40P Lunch Stop, I-57 MM 237A, Champaign, IL. 50 Minutes
 Bus 1, Chick Fil A, 2301 N Prospect Ave, Champaign, IL (217) 351-3094
 Bus 2, Culvers, 903 W Market View Dr, Champaign, IL (217) 356-8132
Lunch on the road with Jassby Card $15

3:05P Rest Stop, I-57 MM 335, Monee, IL, 25 minutes
 Bus 1, Pilot Travel Center, 6002 W Monee Manhattan Rd, Monee, IL 
 Bus 2, Petro Travel Center, 5915 W Monee Manhattan Rd, Monee, IL 

6:55P (Eastern Time) ETA Vicksburg High School 

Extra Meal in Case of Delayed Travel
Time tba Dinner on the road with Jassby Card $20
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Travel times are estimated and will be affected by road construction, traffic and weather 
conditions. 

Pricing Based on Two Motor Coaches
If the group size drops below the smallest group size above we will issue a revised quote.

INCLUSIONS
Included in the cost of the trip are the following:

1. Transportation by chartered highway motor coaches
2. Alamo Bowl Game World Strides 4 Night Program

a. Performance in the Alamo Bowl Halftime show
b. Battle of the Bands Field Show contest (winners perform during pre-game)
c. Performance opportunities during the Alamo Bowl Pep Rally
d. Alamo Bowl game tickets
e. Rodeo Themed awards ceremony at Pedrotti’s Ranch
f. Director’s preview trip
g. 4 nights hotel accommodations at the Doubletree
h. Commemorative Patch 

3. Breakfast at the hotel each day
4. 11 meals on pre-paid Jassby Card (Visa style gift card): 

a. Road Meals. 7 Meals on the road as described above with Jassby Card: 2 
Breakfasts @ $15 each, 2 Lunches @ $15 each, 3 Dinners @ $20 each

b. Meals in Town. 4 Meals in San Antonio as described above with Jassby Card: 2 
Lunches @ $30 each, 1 dinner @ $30 and 1 dinner at the game @ $40 

5. 2 Box Lunches as described above
6. Sightseeing admissions:

a. The Alamo
b. Tower of the Americas
c. The San Antonio Zoo

7. Explorer Tours Tour Manager for the trip 
8. Hotel room for tour manager
9. Gratuity for motor coach drivers 
10. Hotel Rooms for Motor Coach Drivers 
11. Dedicated hotel security each night from 11:00 PM to 5:00 AM
12. All taxes and gratuities – except hotel maid – suggest $2 per room per day.
13. Member National Tour Association  

Notes:



Vicksburg High School

Explorer Tours, Inc Director: Ben Rosier
P.O. Box 305 501 E. Highway St.
Richland, MI  49083 Vicksburg, MI 49097
269-964-4883
www.explorertours.net Phone: 269-321-1100

                       
              11 of 3    12/18/2025

Explorer Tours highly recommends all tour participants purchase Trip Cancellation Insurance to protect 
the investment in their trip. A link to Travel Insured International will be provided to the group leader to be 
distributed to the students via email. Through this link, a student travel policy may be purchased. The 
policy has optional “Cancel for any Reason” coverage.  The policy must be purchased by the individual 
traveler within 14 days of making their first payment to the school in order to qualify for time 
sensitive benefits. The purchase deadline is at the discretion of Travel Insured International and may 
change. It is up to the traveler to make themselves aware of the policy terms. The purchase of Trip 
Cancellation Insurance is between the traveler and Travel Insured International. Explorer Tours will not 
become involved in any claim or dispute between the purchaser and the insurance company. 

Explorer Tours will make ground transportation arrangements for the group only. Individuals desiring 
alternate plans are responsible for making their own arrangements including ground transfers. 
Explorer Tours cannot be responsible for, or assist in, making any individual transportation 
arrangements outside the group tour. Explorer Tours representatives cannot transport individuals in 
rental cars.

Every attempt will be made to negotiate all contracts to maintain the price as quoted. Explorer Tours, 
however, reserves the right to pass on price differences including but not limited to fuel surcharges it 
incurs from airlines and motor coach companies.

This itinerary has been prepared specifically for Vicksburg High School and is intended for their use only.  
Please do not share with other tour operators, tour companies or travel agencies. 


